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What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views. Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

JUNIOR GREAT BOOKS OVERVIEW

About This Sample Unit
This sample unit shows materials from Junior Great Books® Series 6. 

• Pages 2–3: Overview of Junior Great Books Programs

• Pages 4–17: Pages from the Teacher’s Edition

• Pages 18–19: Pages from the Online Resources

• Pages 20–24: Full text of “The Scholarship Jacket”

• Pages 25–27: Pages from the Reader’s Journal

Junior Great Books® is a registered trademark of the Great Books Foundation.  
Shared Inquiry™ is a trademark of the Great Books Foundation.

About Junior Great Books Programs 
Junior Great Books programs bring inquiry-
centred exploration of high-quality fiction, 
nonfiction, and poetry to your classroom. 
Teaching tips, support for differentiating 
instruction, and tools for building language arts 
skills make Junior Great Books readings and 
discussions as engaging and rewarding for you 
as they are for your students.

Junior Great Books programs use the Shared 
Inquiry™ method of reading and discussion. 
This distinctive approach to learning enables 
teachers, parent volunteers, and other adults who lead Junior Great Books programs to foster a 
vibrant environment in which children learn the habits and strategies used regularly and naturally 
by good readers, thinkers, and learners. Through your own curiosity and attentive questioning, you 
serve as a partner in inquiry with your students, helping the group work together to discover a text’s 
meaning. The process reaches its fullest expression in Shared Inquiry discussion, where you and 
your students think and talk about a focus question—a question about the text that has more than 
one good answer that can be supported with evidence.

Benefits of Junior Great Books Programs
Teachers:
• Guide students through interpretive activities 

that develop deeper reading comprehension 
skills

• Engage all students in higher-level reading, 
thinking, and discussion

• Integrate reading, listening, speaking, and 
writing in an authentic way

Students:
• Learn close-reading and in-depth questioning 

skills

• Read high-quality fiction, nonfiction, and 
poetry, making personal connections with real-
life issues

• Improve their ability to listen to others and 
explain their ideas in discussions and writing

https://store.greatbooks.org/k-12-programs/grades-6-8.html
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What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

Features of Junior Great Books Programs
Engaging, Complex Literature 
Compelling texts challenge students and support sustained interaction and discussion.

Inquiry-Based Reading, Critical Thinking, and Writing Activities 
Students explore texts in depth as they ask questions, read closely, support ideas with evidence, 
listen and respond to classmates’ ideas, and extend their thinking through writing. 

Author’s Craft
Note-taking options that focus on a prominent element or concept in the text help students 
recognize and reflect on techniques authors use.

Differentiated Instruction 
Student learning spectrums present the range of behaviors you might expect from students. Support 
and challenge options and sample scenarios illustrate ways to engage all students. 

Assessment Options 
Assessment tools, such as rubrics and multiple-choice tests, provide ways to reflect on and monitor 
individual, group, and teacher progress. 

Standards Alignments and Accountability Measures
The Shared Inquiry sequence of activities develops students’ reading comprehension, critical 
thinking, language, and writing skills while addressing state and national standards in English 
language arts.

Teacher Learning 
Teacher’s materials help teachers develop and strengthen their Shared Inquiry skills through 
instructions, examples, tips, and resources.

What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning important skills we can use now 
and in the future.

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.

Junior Great Books 6

I like when I get to share my thoughts 
with the whole class. It makes me feel 
happy because everyone pays attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to 
do the same thing for other people.

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might underst

Our discussions teach me how to talk to people. The 
help me think about how other people are dealing 
with stuff and how I can be a better person by helpin 
them get through that stuff. I realized how much of a 
difference I can make in my community.

When you know there is more than one good answer, 
you’re not afraid of being wrong. It makes it easier to 
think about different possibilities, and the discussion
are more interesting when we explore those possibili

Discussion has made me more open-minded, 
and learning to collaborate has made me a 
better leader on my team. A leader must be able 
to express what they are thinking fully so that 

What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning important skills we can use now 
and in the future.

I like when I get to share my thoughts 
with the whole class. It makes me feel 
happy because everyone pays attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to 
do the same thing for other people.

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might unders

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.Junior Great Books 7

Reader’s Journal
Our discussions teach me how to talk to people. They 
help me think about how other people are dealing 
with stuff and how I can be a better person by helping 
them get through that stuff. I realized how much of a 
difference I can make in my community.

When you know there is more than one good answer, 
you’re not afraid of  being wrong. It makes it easier to 
think about different possibilities, and the discussions 
are more interesting when we explore those possibilities.

Discussion has made me more open-minded, 
and learning to collaborate has made me a 
better leader on my team. A leader must be able 
to express what they are thinking fully so that 

What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning important skills we can use now 
and in the future.

I like when I get to share my thoughts 
with the whole class. It makes me feel 
happy because everyone pays attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to 
do the same thing for other people.

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might unders

Our discussions teach me how to talk to people. They 
help me think about how other people are dealing 
with stuff and how I can be a better person by helping 
them get through that stuff. I realized how much of a 
difference I can make in my community.

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.Junior Great Books 8

Teacher’s Edition

When you know there is more than one good answer, 
you’re not afraid of  being wrong. It makes it easier to 
think about different possibilities, and the discussions 
are more interesting when we explore those possibilities.

Discussion has made me more open-minded, 
and learning to collaborate has made me a 
better leader on my team. A leader must be able 
to express what they are thinking fully so that 

Name:   Date: 

Selection title:  

Instructions
• Write down the question your group is testing.
• Record one possible answer to the question.
• Record a piece of evidence that supports your 

answer, including the source of the evidence (include 
a page and/or line number if it comes from a text).

• Record another possible answer to the question 
(if you can come up with one) and a piece of 
supporting evidence, including its source.

• Determine what type of question you have, based 
on the answers and evidence you gathered (see box 
at right).

• Share any interpretive questions you found with 
the class.

If the 
question has . . . 

Then it 
is probably . . .

One correct answer that comes 
directly from the text

factual

One reasonable answer that comes 
from a source outside the text such 
as an encyclopedia

background

Reasonable answers based on 
personal opinion or experience

evaluative

Reasonable answers that come from 
imagination or guessing

speculative

Two (or more) reasonable answers 
supported by evidence from the text

interpretive

QUESTION:

Answer #1:

Evidence:

Source:  

Answer #2:

Evidence:

Source:  

Type of question?  Factual   Background   Evaluative   Speculative   Interpretive

QUESTION:

Answer #1:

Evidence:

Source:  

Answer #2:

Evidence:

Source:  

Type of question?  Factual   Background   Evaluative   Speculative   Interpretive
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What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

QUESTION TESTING CHART

Classroom materials for Junior Great Books Series 6–8 include Student Books, Reader’s Journals, Teacher’s Editions, 
and Online Resources for each grade level. 

JUNIOR GREAT BOOKS OVERVIEW

http://www.greatbooks.org
https://store.greatbooks.org/k-12-programs/grades-6-8/junior-great-books-series-6-student-materials.html
https://store.greatbooks.org/k-12-programs/grades-6-8/junior-great-books-series-7-student-materials.html
https://store.greatbooks.org/k-12-programs/grades-6-8/junior-great-books-series-8-teacher-materials.html
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The Scholarship Jacket
Marta Salinas

The following overview will aid your unit planning for “The Scholarship Jacket.” 
Note that all page numbers refer to the student book. Accompanying materials can be 
found in the Teacher Resources section or in the Online Resources.

LENGTH: 7 pages READ-ALOUD TIME: About 11 minutes

 
PREREADING (5–10 MINUTES)

Activity Summary: Students explore a concept 
relevant to the story they will be reading.

Details: Ask students one or more of the following:
• What would you do if you were denied a prize 

or reward that you knew you truly deserved?
• What do you think of when you hear the word 

scholarship?

FIRST READING WITH 
SHARING QUESTIONS (25–50 MINUTES)

Activity Summary: Students read (or listen to) 
the story, mark places where they are confused or 
curious, and share their questions.

SESSION 1 (30–60 MINUTES)

Vocabulary activities can be done at any time during a unit.

Suggested vocabulary words:  
agile (p. 19), despaired (p. 20), falsify (p. 20), policy 
(p. 21), muster (p. 21), vile (p. 24), exception (p. 24)

Uncommon terms and references:  
mesquite (p. 22): a spiny shrub or small tree found in 
the southwestern United States; it grows long yellow 
beans that contain a sweet pulp, or fruit

VocabularyVocabularyVocabularyVocabulary

For extension and assessment 
options for “The Scholarship 
Jacket,” see the Online Resources.

Fiction Unit 
Overviews

What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views. Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

THE ScHOLARSHIP JAckET

Unit Overview
The unit overview for each text provides important planning details and a big-picture snapshot of 
the unit.

Activities are 
grouped into 
sessions to indicate 
work that can 
be accomplished 
during the length 
of a traditional 
class period (30–60 
minutes).

Suggested 
vocabulary words 
are included for 
each unit, and 
uncommon terms 
and references 
are briefly defined 
so you can clear up 
confusion without 
interrupting your 
reading.

4 Junior Great Books Series 6–8 • 800.222.5870

What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views. Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

TEACHER’S EDITION

https://store.greatbooks.org/k-12-programs/grades-6-8.html
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SEcOND READING (40–50 MINUTES)

Activity Summary: Students reread the story and mark passages to note contrasting ideas or a literary element.

Details: Use one of the following options:

OPTION 1  Contrasting Note

Students mark a G where a character gives in to 
someone and an S where a character stands up to 
someone.

Follow-up questions: Why does this character give 
in (or stand up) to that person here? What does this 
reveal about the character?

OPTION 2  Literary Element Note

Students mark a C where someone’s words or 
actions reveal something about their character 
traits, and note what character trait is 
revealed there.

Character traits: lasting qualities that define a 
character’s personality

Follow-up questions: What character trait is 
revealed here? Why is that important to the story?

SESSION 2 (40–50 MINUTES)

SHARED INQUIRY DIScUSSION (40–50 MINUTES)

Activity Summary: Students explore the story’s meaning by discussing an interpretive or evaluative 
question that has multiple reasonable answers.

Details: For discussion, use one of the following interpretive questions or a question of your own:

OPTION 1  Why does the principal finally 
award the scholarship jacket to Martha?

• During their first meeting, why doesn’t the 
principal look Martha in the eye?

• Why does the principal tell Martha, “Your 
grandfather has the money” to pay for the 
jacket? (p. 23)

• Why does the principal tell Martha to wait after 
she says, “I guess you’ll just have to give it to 
Joann”? (p. 23)

• Why does the principal sigh loudly and bite his 
lip before telling Martha she will get the jacket?

• Why does the principal describe giving the 
jacket to Martha for free as “an exception”? 
(p. 24)

OPTION 2  At the end of the story, why 
does Martha say that her grandfather 
“didn’t fool” her? (p. 25)

• Why is being awarded the scholarship jacket so 
important to Martha?

• Why does the argument between Mr. Boone 
and Mr. Schmidt shock Martha?

• During her first meeting with the principal, why 
is Martha determined not to “make it any easier 
for him”? (p. 21)

• Why is Martha angry that her grandfather won’t 
pay for the jacket even though she “knew he 
was right”? (p. 23)

• Why does Martha tell her grandfather that 
the principal changed his mind about the 
jacket after she told him what her grandfather 
had said?

SESSION 3 (40–50 MINUTES)

What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

THE ScHOLARSHIP JAckET

Suggested note-
taking prompts and 
follow-up questions 
for the second reading 
activity allow students 
to practice close-
reading skills and focus 
on author’s craft.

Interpretive 
questions are 
suggested for use 
in Shared Inquiry 
discussion or as models 
to help you formulate 
your own.
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What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

TEACHER’S EDITION
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ESSAY WRITING (TIMES VARY)

Interpretive Essay: Students write an essay 
supporting their interpretation of the story.

Evaluative Essay: Students write an essay based on 
an evaluative question. Have students choose one of 
their own or one of the following:

• If you were Martha, how would you have 
responded to the principal telling you that the 
scholarship jacket now costs fifteen dollars?

• What do you think is the best way to respond to 
someone who is treating you unfairly?

SESSION 4 (TIMES VARY)

What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views. Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

THE ScHOLARSHIP JAckET

Interpretive and 
evaluative essay 
prompts give 
students multiple 
options for practicing 
their writing.
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What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views. Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

TEACHER’S EDITION

Spotlight on Inquiry-Focused Writing
In addition to writing questions and responses throughout the Shared Inquiry sequence of 
activities, students participating in Junior Great Books Series 6–8 create and review essays 
using the critical thinking and civil discourse skills they develop in discussion. The Reader’s 
Journal includes these helpful tools to guide students through each step of the writing 
process:

• Evidence Organizer

• Drafting Guide

• Peer Review Checklist

The Evidence Organizer and Drafting Guide help students draw upon and extend the ideas 
they shared throughout the unit. The Peer Review Checklist supports students in asking each 
other questions about their drafts and making revisions, while maintaining the mutual respect 
and focus on evidence that are hallmarks of Shared Inquiry.

INSTRUCTIONS
1. In the top box of this Evidence Organizer, write 

the question your essay will answer and your 
thesis statement. Your thesis statement 
should be a complete sentence that clearly 
states your answer to the question.

2. On a separate piece of paper, write some 
points that support your thesis. To come up 
with points, review your Reader’s Journal or 
other prewriting work, look back at the text(s), 
or brainstorm a list of possible points.

3. Choose your three strongest points, and 
record them in the Point boxes (you will put 
these points in numerical order in step 5).

4. In the Evidence boxes, record pieces of 
evidence that support each point and 
an explanation of how they do so. Your 
evidence can consist of quotations, summaries, 
or notes. If your evidence is from a text, cite 
the page(s) or line(s) where it appears.

5. When your evidence and explanations are 
complete, number each point in the order 
you want to use it in your essay. Placing your 
strongest point first is usually most effective.

QUESTION:

THESIS STATEMENT:

POINT

Evidence (cite source and/or page or line #): 
 
 

Explanation:

Evidence (cite source and/or page or line #): 
 
 

Explanation:

EVIDENCE
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Essay Writing Materials Series 6

PART 1 INSTRUCTIONS
1. In the top box of this Drafting Guide, write 

the question your essay will answer and your 
thesis statement. Then review your Evidence 
Organizer. Each point, along with the evidence 
and explanations that support it, will become a 
body paragraph.

2. Turn each point into a topic sentence for a 
body paragraph. The topic sentence should 
clearly state the idea you will focus on in 
that paragraph.

3. Develop the rest of each body paragraph 
with the evidence you gathered and your 
explanation of how it supports the topic 
sentence. As you work, try turning some of your 
notes into full sentences and recording ideas for 
transitions between and within paragraphs.

4. Write down some ideas about the concluding 
sentence of each paragraph. Concluding 
sentences should remind readers of the main 
idea of the paragraph.

QUESTION:

THESIS STATEMENT:

Topic sentence:

Evidence and explanation (cite source and/or page or line #):

Concluding sentence:

BODY PARAGRAPH 1

Work on your body 
paragraphs first. This 
will naturally lead you to 
ideas for the introduction 
and conclusion (see Part 
2 of the Drafting Guide).
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Reviewer Writer: Revision Steps

THESIS STATEMENT

Thesis answers the essay question:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Look back at your Reader’s Journal or your 
notes; think back on discussion.

Thesis is clear and specific:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Talk about your thesis out loud until you (or a 
partner) hear that it is understandable.

EVIDENCE

Each topic sentence supports the thesis 
statement:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Try explaining out loud, to yourself or to 
a partner, how the point you are making 
supports your thesis. If you have trouble 
explaining a point, select a stronger point 
from your brainstormed list or come up 
with a new point.

Each topic sentence makes a different point:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Read your topic sentences out loud to 
yourself or to a partner. Make changes where 
you hear yourself repeating a point you have 
already made.

Evidence supports each paragraph’s point:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Reread the text and mark new evidence 
to add.

Explanation of how evidence supports each 
paragraph’s point is strong:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Imagine explaining the evidence to someone 
who disagrees with you so that they will be 
convinced.

ORGANIZATION

Introduction grabs the reader’s attention: 

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Tell your reader why you care about your 
idea, or give an interesting example or quote 
related to your idea.

Each body paragraph includes a clear topic 
sentence and a concluding sentence:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Try explaining the main idea of the paragraph 
out loud to yourself or to a partner, and write 
a topic sentence or concluding sentence 
based on what you explained aloud.

Conclusion sums up the argument and offers 
a final thought:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Share a new discovery about the text or a 
question you still have.

Reviewer: On the next page, write some 
comments explaining your check marks.

Writer: On the next page, write some ideas 
to use in your revision.

PEER REVIEW CHECKLIST
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Prereading (5–10 minutes)

Activity Instructions
1. Choose one or both of the suggested prereading questions 

to ask students. Below are the suggested prereading 
questions for “The Scholarship Jacket”:

• What would you do if you were denied a prize or reward 
that you knew you truly deserved?

• What do you think of when you hear the word 
scholarship?

2. Ask follow-up questions to help students further explain 
their ideas.

3. Stop after several volunteers have had a chance to speak in 
order to conserve class time for reading the story and 
sharing questions about it.

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

	» Students explore a concept 
relevant to the story they will 
be reading.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVE

	» To activate and build 
background knowledge 
related to the story

KEY SHARED INQUIRY CONCEPT

	» Thinking about what they 
already know helps readers 
prepare to read.

Building Background Knowledge Before Reading Fiction

For some stories, students need little specific background knowledge before reading. For others, some 
familiarity with the setting or historical period is needed to get the most out of an initial reading. For each 
story that requires background information before a first reading, explanations of key elements are included 
in the headnotes in the student book. The background information offered in the headnotes is limited to what 
students need to comprehend the basics of the story, leaving them free to identify areas of further curiosity 
in the sharing questions activity. Depending upon how essential students’ background questions are to their 
comprehension of the story and on the time available, you can either help students address such questions 
before the second reading or save them for an essay or cross-curricular project after Shared Inquiry discussion.

Instructional Framework: Fiction
The instructional framework for each genre—fiction, nonfiction, and poetry—walks you through a 
typical unit, using one of the texts as an example. This instructional framework introduces you and 
your students to using the Shared Inquiry process with fiction by guiding you through a typical 
fiction unit. Using “The Scholarship Jacket” as an example, this framework provides step-by-step 

instructions for each activity with point-of-need teacher support.
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What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition
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You may use the suggested vocabulary words in 
each unit and the vocabulary activities on page 
139 at any time during a unit. Suggested 
vocabulary words for “The Scholarship Jacket” 
are agile, despaired, falsify, policy, muster, vile, and 
exception. Note that some vocabulary questions 
signal comprehension issues, so resolving such 
questions early will aid students’ understanding.

 READER’S JOURNAL The Exploring 
        Vocabulary page in the Reader’s Journal 
asks students to analyze a confusing or unfamiliar 
word from the story. Guide students through the 
activity, using one of the suggested vocabulary 
words or a word of your choice.

Vocabulary Activities

First Reading with 
Sharing Questions (25–50 minutes)

Activity Instructions
1. Prepare students to ask questions by asking them to mark 

anything they are confused or curious about as they read 
(or listen to) the story. (Students may mark the story or use 
sticky notes.)

2. Allow time for students to read or listen to the story and 
mark their questions.

3. Ask students to share their questions, and explain that not 
all questions will be answered at this time. Record students’ 
questions and put students’ names beside them.

4. Help students answer any questions that signal a problem 
with comprehension. Leave the rest unanswered for now.

5. Post the list of questions in the classroom and let students 
know they will revisit some of these questions during their 
work on the story.

6.  READER’S JOURNAL On the Sharing Questions page 
      of the Reader’s Journal, ask students to record 
something from the story that they understand better now 
after sharing their questions, along with the question 
someone else asked that most interests them. Then have 
them write the question they asked that most interests them.

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

	» Students read (or listen to) 
the story, mark places where 
they are confused or curious, 
and share their questions.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVE

	» To ask questions about a 
story and help answer those 
that present obstacles to 
comprehension

KEY SHARED INQUIRY CONCEPTS

	» Reading a story once 
is only the first step in 
understanding it.

	» Asking and sharing questions 
about a story helps readers 
understand it better.

Working with Question Types

As your students become familiar with Shared 
Inquiry, you may wish to teach them how to 
identify different types of commonly asked 
questions (pp. 140–141). Once students can 
identify question types, they are ready to work 
through questions in pairs or small groups. After 
you’ve addressed important comprehension 
questions from the class list, distribute copies 
of the Question Testing Chart (in the Online 
Resources) to each group or pair. Assign each 
group or pair two questions from the list to 
test, avoiding any questions you want to save 
for discussion. When students have completed 
testing the questions, ask each pair or group to 
share what they concluded and why. 
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Spotlight on Interpretive and Evaluative Questions

During the sharing questions activity, your students will likely ask different types of questions that it will be 
helpful to recognize. Interpretive and evaluative questions are especially important in Shared Inquiry because 
they support extended discussion and writing. Each fiction unit in this Junior Great Books program includes 
two sets of interpretive discussion questions, as well as two evaluative questions that may be used for writing 
or discussion. For more about using an evaluative question for discussion, see pages 144–145.

For more information on question types, see pages 140–141.

“The Scholarship Jacket” Questions

1. Why does Martha think of the scholarship jacket 
as her “only chance”?

2. What does “falsify” mean?

3. Was it right for Martha’s grandfather to refuse to 
pay for the jacket?

An interpretive 
question asks about 
the story’s meaning 
and has more than 
one good answer that 
can be supported 
with evidence from 
the story.

Student Learning Spectrum
Look for students to:

Follow the story and ask a variety of questions, some of them relevant to the 
story’s meaning

Follow the story and ask a variety of questions, most of them relevant to the 
story’s meaning

Follow the story and ask a variety of questions, most of them relevant to the story’s 
meaning; identify types of questions and address them in pairs or small groups

APPROACHING OBJECTIVES

MEETING OBJECTIVES

EXCEEDING OBJECTIVES

Differentiated Instruction
SUPPORT  If students struggle to follow the 

story, have them listen to it or work through it 
as part of a guided reading group. If students 
struggle to articulate questions about the story, 
ask them to brainstorm questions using 
question words (who, what, why, where, when, 
how), or model how you would ask a question 
about part of the story.

CHALLENGE  If students read the story and ask 
many questions relevant to its meaning:
• Have students practice identifying question 

types (see pages 10–11 of the student book) 
and testing questions (see the Question 
Testing Chart in the Online Resources).

• Have students work in pairs or groups to 
choose an interpretive question from the class 
list and find passages to review in discussion.

See SUPPORT

See CHALLENGE

An evaluative 
question asks the 
reader to judge an 
issue raised by the 
story on the basis 
of the reader’s own 
knowledge, values, 
and experiences. 
Evaluative questions 
have multiple possible 
answers, with 
evidence drawn not 
only from the story 
but also from outside 
information, personal 
experiences, and 
beliefs.
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Each fiction unit includes two note-taking options for the second reading activity. The contrasting note focuses 
on readers’ reactions and asks students to make notes corresponding to two sides of an issue in the story. The 
literary element note focuses on author’s craft by asking students to mark a common literary feature or device 
and consider how it contributes to the story’s overall meaning. Below are the second reading note-taking 
options for “The Scholarship Jacket.”

CONTRASTING NOTE

Students mark a G where a character gives in to 
someone and an S where a character stands up 
to someone.

Follow-up questions: Why does this character 
give in (or stand up) to that person here? What does 
this reveal about the character?

LITERARY ELEMENT NOTE

Students mark a C where someone’s words or actions 
reveal something about their character traits, and 
note what character trait is revealed there.

Character traits: lasting qualities that define a 
character’s personality

Follow-up questions: What character trait is 
revealed here? Why is that important to the story?

Second Reading Note-Taking Options

Second Reading (40–50 minutes)

Activity Instructions
1. Choose one of the note-taking options (see box below) to 

conduct during the second reading.

2. Prepare students to read with purpose by explaining the 
note-taking suggestion you want them to use as they reread. 
Students may read the story in class or at home.

3. Ask students to share their notes on a few of the pages or 
passages in the story (you may wish to choose passages you 
consider especially rich or interpretive). For each passage, 
have a few volunteers share how they marked the passage 
and explain why. Focus on asking follow-up questions and 
encouraging students with different answers to share them.

4. Review with the class the list of questions from the sharing 
questions activity. See whether any have been answered 
while rereading, and add any new questions.

5.  READER’S JOURNAL On the Second Reading page of 
      the Reader’s Journal, ask students to record something 
they noticed or learned while rereading the story as well as 
a question they want to talk about more.

6. Collect the Reader’s Journals and note which questions 
students have recorded. This will help you choose a focus 
question for Shared Inquiry discussion.

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

	» Students reread the story 
and mark passages to note 
contrasting ideas or a literary 
element.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVE

	» To reread a story purposefully 
in order to gain a better 
understanding of it by doing 
one of the following:

• Exploring different responses 
to a story by explaining and 
comparing notes

• Exploring how a literary 
element contributes to a 
story’s meaning

KEY SHARED INQUIRY CONCEPTS

	» Rereading is essential 
to understanding 
challenging texts.

	» Making and explaining notes 
helps readers consider a story 
in more depth.
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Working with Literary Element Notes

Before asking students to mark a story using a literary element note, make sure they have enough 
understanding of the specific element to feel confident identifying it. If your students have limited familiarity 
with the element, sharing examples from other stories may be helpful.

When helping students process their literary element notes, use follow-up questions to encourage them to 
deepen their thinking. Questions like What words or phrases led you to mark this passage? or How does your 
idea about the passage compare to what [student] just said? help students articulate their ideas and respond to 
others’ reactions.

If students mark passages that do not contain examples of the literary element, ask them why they marked 
each passage. This will help you determine whether they understand the literary element. It will also remind 
students that the primary purpose of making notes is to help them think more deeply about the story. If 
students have trouble marking passages where the literary element appears or explaining why they marked 
a passage, see the Support option below.

Student Learning Spectrum
Look for students to:

• During reading, mark the story minimally or at random
• After reading, give minimal or confused reasons for their note choices

• During reading, mark the story purposefully and a reasonable number of times
• After reading, acknowledge different interpretations and agree or disagree with them 
• After reading, explain how passages they marked affect the story’s meaning

• During reading, mark the story purposefully and note nuances (e.g., how a passage 
might plausibly be marked with both contrasting notes), and/or make their own notes

• After reading, acknowledge different interpretations and agree or disagree based on 
evidence from the story

• After reading, identify and understand multiple ways the passages they marked 
affect the story’s meaning

APPROACHING OBJECTIVES

MEETING OBJECTIVES

EXCEEDING OBJECTIVES

Differentiated Instruction
SUPPORT  If students have difficulty making 

notes:
• Check for comprehension issues by asking 

students to recall the main characters and 
events of the story. If necessary, have students 
reread or listen to the story again.

• If you are using a literary element note, check 
students’ understanding of that element, and 
reteach it and give examples if needed.

• Model how you would mark a passage by 
reading a passage aloud and explaining what 
note you would use for it and why.

CHALLENGE  If students mark the story 
purposefully and explain their notes clearly:
• Have students review passages they marked 

to find evidence that supports the opposite 
note (for contrasting notes), or to elaborate on 
how the literary element affects the story’s 
meaning (for literary element notes).

• Have pairs of students compare their notes by 
asking questions like Which of your partner’s 
ideas connects most strongly with your own? 
Which of your partner’s ideas seems most 
different from your own?

See SUPPORT

See CHALLENGE
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Shared Inquiry Discussion (40–50 minutes)

Activity Instructions
NOTE: If your class is large, you may divide it for discussion. 
For instructions on the fishbowl technique, where half your 
class observes the other half in discussion, see page 143.

1. Review students’ Reader’s Journal pages and the class 
question list, and compare them to the suggested focus and 
cluster questions for the unit (see the example for “The 
Scholarship Jacket” on the facing page).

2. Choose the suggested focus and cluster questions that best 
align with your students’ areas of interest, or use a question 
of your choice. (NOTE: If you prefer to use an evaluative 
question for discussion, see pages 144–145.) Write the focus 
and cluster questions you chose on your Discussion Planner 
(in the Online Resources). You may also wish to identify 
passages to bring up during discussion.

3. Seat everyone in a circle or other arrangement that allows 
students to see and hear each other easily. If needed, review 
the discussion guidelines and etiquette on pages 8–9 of the 
student book.

4.  READER’S JOURNAL Post the focus question and have 
      students copy it on the Shared Inquiry Discussion page 
of the Reader’s Journal. Give students time to think, look 
back at the story, and write their answers with evidence.

5. Begin discussion by asking students to share their answers 
to the focus question.

6. Ask follow-up questions to help students develop their 
ideas, find and explain evidence, and respond to each other 
(see the examples on the facing page). Conclude discussion 
when students have thoroughly explored a range of possible 
answers to the focus question.

7.  READER’S JOURNAL As the discussion winds down, 
      have students complete the Shared Inquiry Discussion 
page of the Reader’s Journal. Have students look back at 
their initial answers and consider how they have changed or 
added to their ideas as a result of discussion. If time allows, 
have volunteers share what they wrote.

For more tips on conducting a successful Shared Inquiry 
discussion, see pages 146–147.

ACTIVITY SUMMARY

	» Students explore the story’s 
meaning by discussing an 
interpretive or evaluative 
question that has multiple 
reasonable answers.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVE

	» To develop and refine an 
individually satisfying, text-
centered answer to a problem 
of meaning by sharing 
ideas, supporting them with 
evidence, and responding to 
the comments and questions 
of other students

KEY SHARED INQUIRY CONCEPT

	» Discussing a story enables 
readers to develop a richer 
understanding of it by 
thoughtfully considering the 
ideas of others.
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To use a suggested set of questions for discussion, start with a focus question and ask the cluster 
questions when they fit into the conversation. Cluster questions help students develop their ideas while 
looking closely at specific parts of the story. It is not necessary to ask every cluster question during discussion.

OPTION 1

FOCUS QUESTION Why does the principal finally award the scholarship jacket to Martha?

CLUSTER QUESTIONS • During their first meeting, why doesn’t the principal look Martha in the eye?
 • Why does the principal tell Martha, “Your grandfather has the money” to pay 

for the jacket? (p. 23)
 • Why does the principal tell Martha to wait after she says, “I guess you’ll just have 

to give it to Joann”? (p. 23)
 • Why does the principal sigh loudly and bite his lip before telling Martha she will 

get the jacket?
 • Why does the principal describe giving the jacket to Martha for free as “an 

exception”? (p. 24)

OPTION 2

FOCUS QUESTION At the end of the story, why does Martha say that her grandfather 
“didn’t fool” her? (p. 25)

CLUSTER QUESTIONS • Why is being awarded the scholarship jacket so important to Martha?
 • Why does the argument between Mr. Boone and Mr. Schmidt shock Martha?
 • During her first meeting with the principal, why is Martha determined not to 

“make it any easier for him”? (p. 21)
 • Why is Martha angry that her grandfather won’t pay for the jacket even though 

she “knew he was right”? (p. 23)
 • Why does Martha tell her grandfather that the principal changed his mind about 

the jacket after she told him what her grandfather had said?

Suggested Focus and Cluster Questions 

Page numbers refer to the student book.

Page numbers refer to the student book.

Asking Follow-Up Questions During Discussion
The spontaneous questions you ask during discussion will help advance students’ critical thinking 
skills. Below are examples of questions to ask when you want students to:

DEVELOP IDEAS
• What do you mean when you say 

[word or phrase]?
• Would you say more about that?
• Can you go into more detail 

about that?
• So are you saying [implication] or 

something else?

USE EVIDENCE
• Where do you see that in the 

story?
• What part of the story makes you 

think that?
• How does that part of the story 

support your idea?
• What specific words or phrases 

support your answer?

RESPOND TO OTHERS
• Have you heard an answer you 

agree with?
• Do you agree or disagree with 

[student]?
• Will you tell [student] what you 

think of her idea?
• What do you think about what 

[student] just said?

Activity continues on next page
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Shared Inquiry Discussion (continued)

Keeping an Inquiry Stance in Discussion

Your role as leader is one of the most distinctive aspects of the Shared Inquiry method. Because a Shared 
Inquiry leader emphasizes curiosity and openness to multiple ideas, you are modeling how to pursue a 
question, how to reconsider initial answers, and how to relate respectfully to those with divergent ideas. 
Below are some strategies to keep in mind as you seek to maintain an inquiry stance throughout discussion.

• Only ask questions. Remind your students that during discussion you will be staying in this role, and 
ask them to save questions for you until after discussion. You might even ask students to help you notice 
when you step out of the question-asking role (this has the added benefit of getting students to listen very 
attentively!).

• Avoid paraphrasing or drawing conclusions for your students. It can be very tempting to rephrase 
students’ answers or to ask questions like So you are saying [implication], right? Help students do more of the 
thinking work by instead asking questions like Would you rephrase that for us? or Are you saying [implication] 
or something else?

• Slow down discussion so everyone can be heard. It’s great to see students get excited about ideas, 
but sometimes discussion starts moving so quickly that ideas are lost or not closely examined. Remember 
that if discussion is going so fast you can’t make any notes on your seating chart (p. 143), it’s going too fast 
for students to think deeply about what is being said.

• Avoid praising (or critiquing) students’ answers. When you express a judgment during discussion, 
however well intentioned, it usually has the effect of making students feel that you are fishing for a “right 
answer.” Instead, show students you are listening and care about their ideas by asking follow-up questions 
that pick up their words and phrases.

• Share your curiosity and excitement about students’ thinking. During discussion, your investment 
in what students have to say will be evident in your demeanor and in the questions you ask. After discussion, 
express your enjoyment of hearing deep and divergent thinking, and praise the class as a whole for what 
they are doing well.
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Student Learning Spectrum
This student learning spectrum reflects student behavior in three key areas of critical thinking: 
idea, evidence, and response. For more information about assessing student progress in discussion, 
see the Critical Thinking Rubric in the Online Resources.

Look for students to:

 IDEA EVIDENCE RESPONSE

Offer a simple answer 
to the focus question or 
repeat others’ answers

Recall facts from the 
story; offer support only 
when asked

Offer simple agreement 
or disagreement 
with others’ ideas 
when prompted

Offer a more detailed 
answer to the focus 
question, making and 
explaining inferences

Spontaneously offer 
relevant evidence; 
explain how evidence 
supports answer

Explain and give 
reasons for agreement 
or disagreement; often 
respond spontaneously

Elaborate on own answer, 
defining terms and 
exploring implications

Compare and weigh 
evidence; explore 
connotations of details

Weigh implications of 
other students’ ideas; ask 
others questions about 
their answers

APPROACHING OBJECTIVES

MEETING OBJECTIVES

EXCEEDING OBJECTIVES

Differentiated Instruction
SUPPORT  If the class as a whole is 

struggling, use the student learning spectrum 
(above) or the Critical Thinking Rubric (in the 
Online Resources) to determine which area of 
critical thinking students need the most 
practice with (idea, evidence, or response). 
Then concentrate your follow-up questions 
in that area.

If some students are struggling, use the 
student learning spectrum (above) or the 
student and teacher reflection forms (in the 
Online Resources) to determine which area of 
critical thinking they most need to practice. 
Write students’ names next to the corresponding 
follow-up questions on your Discussion Planner 
(in the Online Resources) as a reminder to ask 
them those questions during discussion.

CHALLENGE  If your students show proficiency 
in the key critical thinking areas and 
collaborative skills, you might:
• Share examples of the basic types of 

follow-up questions (idea, evidence, and 
response) with the class and have each 
student ask at least one follow-up question 
about another student’s idea during 
discussion.

• Have small groups (4–8 students) discuss 
the focus question and practice asking each 
other follow-up questions. Save time at the 
end of the session for each group to share 
with the whole class the main ideas the 
group discussed.

See SUPPORT

See CHALLENGE
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Essay Writing (times vary)

The suggested writing activities below will help students deepen their understanding of 
the story while honing other language arts skills and concepts. Before you choose 
which kind of essay to assign, read Interpretive and Evaluative Essay Writing in the 
Online Resources.

Interpretive Essay
Your students’ interpretive questions can be the basis of an essay, or you may wish to 
have them turn their answer to the focus question into an essay.

 READER’S JOURNAL Students can use one of the sets of essay writing materials 
in the Reader’s Journal to plan, organize, and draft their essays, as well as review 

and revise them with a peer. All of the essay writing materials are also accessible in the 
Online Resources.

Evaluative Essay
Your students’ evaluative questions can be the basis of an essay, or you may try one of 
the evaluative writing prompts included in each unit. Below are the evaluative writing 
prompts for “The Scholarship Jacket”:

• If you were Martha, how would you have responded to the principal telling you that 
the scholarship jacket now costs fifteen dollars?

• What do you think is the best way to respond to someone who is treating you 
unfairly?

 READER’S JOURNAL Students can use one of the sets of essay writing materials 
in the Reader’s Journal to plan, organize, and draft their essays, as well as review 

and revise them with a peer. All of the essay writing materials are also accessible in the 
Online Resources.
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Extension and  
Assessment Options (times vary)

Cross-Curricular Projects
Background questions make good starting points for research and writing, as they 
often address social studies or science topics. For suggested science and social studies 
topics connected to each story, see the Cross-Curricular Topics in the Online Resources.

 READER’S JOURNAL Encourage students to use the Further Investigation and 
Connections page of the Reader’s Journal to record their background questions and 

how they would research answers to them.

Below are two ways to engage students in a cross-curricular project after Shared 
Inquiry discussion, using “The Scholarship Jacket” as an example.

• Help students identify and brainstorm background questions. Start with 
questions from the sharing questions activity, and encourage students to ask others. 
For example, after reading “The Scholarship Jacket,” students might ask, What crops 
grow in Texas? or What percentage of Texans speak Spanish? If necessary, help 
students shape questions into effective research topics.

• Connect Junior Great Books stories to a theme or topic you are already 
teaching. For example, because “The Scholarship Jacket” centers on a Latina 
protagonist, the unit could become part of your Hispanic Heritage Month activities.

Related Readings
For suggested texts that connect to “The Scholarship Jacket,” see the Related Readings 
in the Online Resources.

 READER’S JOURNAL Ask students to record the personal, text-to-text, text-to-
media, and text-to-world connections they made on the Further Investigation and 

Connections page of the Reader’s Journal.

See the Online Resources for a variety of assessment materials, including comprehension tests, 
portfolio assessment tools, and rubrics. Use the teacher and student reflection forms in the Online 
Resources to track your work as a teacher and help students assess their progress.

 READER’S JOURNAL After every third or fourth discussion, ask students to complete one 
        of the My Participation in Discussion reflection forms in the back of the Reader’s Journal (also 
in the Online Resources) so you can evaluate their progress throughout the year.

Assessment and Reflection
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Online Resources
The Online Resources contain a wealth of materials to help you and your students plan for 
discussion, build on your Shared Inquiry experience, and integrate Junior Great Books into the 
rest of your curriculum. A full list of the Online Resources is available in the Teacher’s Edition.

page 

CLUSTER QUESTION

page 

CLUSTER QUESTION

FOCUS QUESTION

page 

CLUSTER QUESTION

page 

CLUSTER QUESTION

Sample Follow-Up Questions
As you lead, tailor your follow-up questions to help 
students advance their discussion skills.

Selection title:   Class:  Date: 

After reviewing students’ questions and the suggested discussion questions for the unit, use this 
planner to record the focus question and cluster questions you will use in discussion. To simplify finding 
relevant passages during discussion, record page numbers for the cluster questions you wish to use.

Idea Questions
• Can you go into more detail about that?
• Is there another way you can explain that to us?
• When you say [word or phrase], what do you mean?

Going further: Considering the implications 
of ideas
• How does that idea relate to the focus question?
• When you say that, do you mean [implication] or 

something else?
• Who has a different interpretation of this part?

Evidence Questions
• Where do you see that in the text?
• Can you read us the part where that happens?
• What specific words or phrases support your answer?

Going further: Explaining your evidence
• Can you explain why this part makes you think that?
• Is there another part of the text that supports 

your answer?
• If that’s what you think of this part, what do you make 

of this other part?

Response Questions
• Can you tell [student] why you agree with her?
• What do you think about what [student] just said?
• Does anyone have a different answer from [student]?

Going further: Analyzing connections between 
responses
• Why do you disagree with [student’s] idea?
• Whose idea seems most like your own?
• Is your idea similar to what [student] just said or not?
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DISCUSSION PLANNER

The Discussion 
Planner allows you 
to record students’ 
ideas and questions for 
use in Shared Inquiry 
discussion and other 
activities.

Name:   Date: 

The Scholarship Jacket
Marta Salinas

INSTRUCTIONS • Write your name clearly at the top of this page.

• Read each question and all of the answer choices carefully.  
You may look back at the story to answer the question.

• Fill in the circle next to the answer you choose.

 1. How does Martha find out about the disagreement over whether she should get the jacket?

𝖠𝖠 Her grandfather tells her about it.

𝖡𝖡 Her best friend gives her a note about it.

𝖢𝖢 She overhears two teachers arguing about it.

𝖣𝖣 She reads a school newspaper article about it.

 2. How does the principal respond when Martha says, “I guess you’ll just have to give it to Joann”? (p. 23)

𝖠𝖠 He complains to her grandfather.

𝖡𝖡 He tells her she will get the jacket.

𝖢𝖢 He says that the Board is to blame.

𝖣𝖣 He calls in Mr. Schmidt and Mr. Boone.

 3. What is the most likely reason that Martha’s grandfather will not pay for the scholarship jacket?

𝖠𝖠 He thinks Martha should not receive it. 

𝖡𝖡 He thinks Martha is too worried over it.

𝖢𝖢 He thinks the school should not have rules about it.

𝖣𝖣 He thinks the school is wrong to charge money for it.

 4. Which detail from the story best explains why Martha expects to receive the scholarship jacket?

𝖠𝖠 “I had been a straight A student since the first grade” (p. 19)

𝖡𝖡 “I decided I wasn’t going to make it any easier for him” (p. 21)

𝖢𝖢 “I couldn’t wait to tell Grandpa and ran straight to the field.” (p. 24)

𝖣𝖣 “I skipped and ran back to the house whistling some silly tune.” (p. 25)

 5. What is the most likely reason that Martha is so nervous when she asks her grandfather to pay for the 
scholarship jacket?

𝖠𝖠 She thinks he is going to refuse.

𝖡𝖡 She thinks he will be disappointed.

𝖢𝖢 She thinks the principal has called him.

𝖣𝖣 She thinks the farm is more important to him.

TOTAL 
POINTS:

  of 11
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COMPREHENSION TEST

Assessment materials, 
including comprehension 
tests and rubrics, 
provide tools for 
evaluating progress in 
reading comprehension, 
critical thinking, and 
speaking and listening 
(participation).

Name:   Date: 

Selection title:  

Instructions
• Write down the question your group is testing.
• Record one possible answer to the question.
• Record a piece of evidence that supports your 

answer, including the source of the evidence (include 
a page and/or line number if it comes from a text).

• Record another possible answer to the question 
(if you can come up with one) and a piece of 
supporting evidence, including its source.

• Determine what type of question you have, based 
on the answers and evidence you gathered (see box 
at right).

• Share any interpretive questions you found with 
the class.

If the  
question has . . . 

Then it  
is probably . . .

One correct answer that comes 
directly from the text

factual

One reasonable answer that comes 
from a source outside the text such 
as an encyclopedia

background

Reasonable answers based on 
personal opinion or experience

evaluative

Reasonable answers that come from 
imagination or guessing

speculative

Two (or more) reasonable answers 
supported by evidence from the text

interpretive

QUESTION:

Answer #1:

Evidence:

Source:  

Answer #2:

Evidence:

Source:  

Type of question? ■■ Factual  ■■ Background  ■■ Evaluative  ■■ Speculative  ■■ Interpretive

QUESTION:

Answer #1:

Evidence:

Source:  

Answer #2:

Evidence:

Source:  

Type of question? ■■ Factual  ■■ Background  ■■ Evaluative  ■■ Speculative  ■■ Interpretive
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QUESTION TESTING CHART

The Question Testing Chart 
helps your class or groups of 
students analyze questions 
and test them for discussion.
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like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views. Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition
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Name:   Date: 

This reflection form will help you think about your current work in Shared Inquiry discussion and consider how to 
improve in the future.

For each statement, circle the word(s) that best describes how you participate in Shared Inquiry discussion.

IDEA
I offer an idea when I am asked to speak. Often Sometimes Rarely

 I am usually not asked to speak

I speak during the discussion without being called on. Often Sometimes Rarely

I add to or change my original answer because of ideas I Often Sometimes Rarely 
hear during the discussion.

EVIDENCE
I give evidence for my answer. Often Sometimes Rarely

When I give evidence, I explain how it supports my answer. Often Sometimes Rarely

I offer more than one piece of evidence for an answer. Often Sometimes Rarely

RESPONSE
I avoid interrupting or talking over others. Often Sometimes Rarely

I explain why I agree or disagree with someone’s idea by Often Sometimes Rarely  
offering evidence for or against it.

I ask my classmates questions about their ideas. Often Sometimes Rarely

I explain how my answer connects to someone else’s idea. Often Sometimes Rarely

PART 1

Look back at the words you circled as you consider these questions. Then set a goal for the next discussion.

Which area (idea, evidence, or response) is your strongest?  

In which area do you have the most room to improve?  

Choose a goal to work toward in your next discussion.

 Idea: Give an answer to the focus question and explain how I came to the conclusion I did.

 Evidence: Give two pieces of evidence to support my answer, using page/line numbers or quotes.

  Response: Ask another student about their answer using some of the follow-up questions on page 13 of the 
student book.

 Other (explain):  

  

PART 2
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MY PARTICIPATION IN DISCUSSION

Name:   Date: 

For each pair of statements, circle the number that describes the whole group in Shared Inquiry discussion.  
A 1 means you strongly agree with the statement on the left. A 5 means you strongly agree with the  
statement on the right.

A few people do most of 
the talking. 1 2 3 4 5 Almost all of us 

contribute.

We stray from the focus 
question and never get 
back to it. 

1 2 3 4 5 We explore the focus 
question thoroughly.

We all tend to say the 
same thing. 1 2 3 4 5 We develop different 

ideas about the text.

We state ideas but don’t 
give much evidence 
for them. 

1 2 3 4 5 We use evidence to 
support our ideas.

We don’t pay much 
attention to what 
others say.

1 2 3 4 5
We listen carefully, 
comment on one 
another’s ideas, and ask 
each other questions.

It’s hard for us to say 
more about our ideas. 1 2 3 4 5

When asked, we try to 
explain our ideas and 
make them clearer.

We aren’t interested in 
discussion, and we don’t 
learn much.

1 2 3 4 5
We’re interested in 
discussion, and we learn 
a lot.

Our goals for next time:
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OUR COLLABORATION DURING DISCUSSION

Reflection materials, including individual, whole-class, and teacher reflection forms, help you and 
your students determine strengths and areas for growth through self-assessment.
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The Scholarship Jacket
MARTA SALINAS

Marta Salinas was born in 1949 in Coalinga, California. She earned a master’s degree in creative writing from the 
University of California at Irvine, and she has published short stories in anthologies and journals.
 “The Scholarship Jacket,” a work of realistic fiction set in Texas, was published in 1986 in a special issue of the 
journal Bilingual Review titled Nosotras: Latina Literature Today.

The small Texas school that I attended carried out a tradition every year during the eighth-grade gradua-

tion: a beautiful gold-and-green jacket, the school colors, was awarded to the class valedictorian, the student 

who had maintained the highest grades for eight years. The scholarship jacket had a big gold S on the left 

front side and the winner’s name was written in gold letters on the pocket.

My oldest sister Rosie had won the jacket a few years back and I fully expected to win also. I was four-

teen and in the eighth grade. I had been a straight A student since the first grade, and the last year I had 

looked forward to owning that jacket. My father was a farm laborer who couldn’t earn enough money to 

feed eight children, so when I was six I was given to my grandparents to raise. We couldn’t participate in 

sports at school because there were registration fees, uniform costs, and trips out of town; so even though 

we were quite agile and athletic, there would never be a sports school jacket for us. This one, the scholarship 

jacket, was our only chance.

In May, close to graduation, spring fever struck, and no one paid any attention in class; instead we stared 

out the windows and at each other, wanting to speed up the last few weeks of school. I despaired every time 

I looked in the mirror. Pencil thin, not a curve anywhere, I was called “Beanpole” and “String Bean” and I 

knew that’s what I looked like. A flat chest, no hips, and a brain, that’s what I had. That really isn’t much 

for a fourteen-year-old to work with, I thought, as I absentmindedly wandered from my history class to 

the gym. Another hour of sweating in basketball and displaying my toothpick legs was coming up. Then I 

remembered my PE shorts were still in a bag under my desk where I’d forgotten them. I had to walk all the 

way back and get them. Coach Thompson was a real bear if anyone wasn’t dressed for PE. She had said I 

was a good forward and once she even tried to talk Grandma into letting me join the team. Grandma, of 

course, said no.
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I was almost back at my classroom’s door when I heard angry voices and arguing. I stopped. I didn’t 

mean to eavesdrop; I just hesitated, not knowing what to do. I needed those shorts and I was going to be 

late, but I didn’t want to interrupt an argument between my teachers. I recognized the voices: Mr. Schmidt, 

my history teacher, and Mr. Boone, my math teacher. They seemed to be arguing about me. I couldn’t 

believe it. I still remember the shock that rooted me flat against the wall as if I were trying to blend in with 

the graffiti written there.

“I refuse to do it! I don’t care who her father is, her grades don’t even begin to compare to Martha’s. I 

won’t lie or falsify records. Martha has a straight A-plus average and you know it.” That was Mr. Schmidt 

and he sounded very angry. Mr. Boone’s voice sounded calm and quiet.

“Look, Joann’s father is not only on the Board, he owns the only store in town; we could say it was a 

close tie and—”

The pounding in my ears drowned out the rest of the words, only a word here and there filtered through: 

“. . .  Martha is Mexican . . .  resign . . .  won’t do it . . .” Mr. Schmidt came rushing out, and luckily for me 

went down the opposite way toward the auditorium, so he didn’t see me. Shaking, I waited a few minutes 

and then went in and grabbed my bag and fled from the room. Mr. Boone looked up when I came in 

but didn’t say anything. To this day I don’t remember if I got in trouble in PE for being late or how I 

made it through the rest of the afternoon. I went home very sad and cried into my pillow that night so 

Grandmother wouldn’t hear me. It seemed a cruel coincidence that I had overheard that conversation.

The next day when the principal called me into his office, I knew what it would be about. He looked 

uncomfortable and unhappy. I decided I wasn’t going to make it any easier for him so I looked him straight 

in the eye. He looked away and fidgeted with the papers on his desk.

“Martha,” he said, “there’s been a change in policy this year regarding the scholarship jacket. As you 

know, it has always been free.” He cleared his throat and continued. “This year the Board has decided to 

charge fifteen dollars—which still won’t cover the complete cost of the jacket.”

I stared at him in shock and a small sound of dismay escaped my throat. I hadn’t expected this. He still 

avoided looking in my eyes.

“So if you are unable to pay the fifteen dollars for the jacket, it will be given to the next one in line.”
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Standing with all the dignity I could muster, I said, “I’ll speak to my grandfather about it, sir, and let 

you know tomorrow.” I cried on the walk home from the bus stop. The dirt road was a quarter of a mile 

from the highway, so by the time I got home, my eyes were red and puffy.

“Where’s Grandpa?” I asked Grandma, looking down at the floor so she wouldn’t ask me why I’d been 

crying. She was sewing on a quilt as usual and didn’t look up.

“I think he’s out back working in the bean field.”

I went outside and looked out at the fields. There he was. I could see him walking between the rows, his 

body bent over the little plants, hoe in hand. I walked slowly out to him, trying to think how I could best 

ask him for the money. There was a cool breeze blowing and a sweet smell of mesquite fruit in the air, but I 

didn’t appreciate it. I kicked at a dirt clod. I wanted that jacket so much. It was more than just being a vale-

dictorian and giving a little thank-you speech for the jacket on graduation night. It represented eight years 

of hard work and expectation. I knew I had to be honest with Grandpa; it was my only chance. He saw my 

shadow and looked up.

He waited for me to speak. I cleared my throat nervously and clasped my hands behind my back so he 

wouldn’t see them shaking. “Grandpa, I have a big favor to ask you,” I said in Spanish, the only language he 

knew. He still waited silently. I tried again. “Grandpa, this year the principal said the scholarship jacket is 

not going to be free. It’s going to cost fifteen dollars, and I have to take the money in tomorrow, otherwise 

it’ll be given to someone else.” The last words came out in an eager rush. Grandpa straightened up tiredly 

and leaned his chin on the hoe handle. He looked out over the field that was filled with the tiny green bean 

plants. I waited, desperately hoping he’d say I could have the money.

He turned to me and asked quietly, “What does a scholarship jacket mean?”

I answered quickly; maybe there was a chance. “It means you’ve earned it by having the highest grades 

for eight years and that’s why they’re giving it to you.” Too late I realized the significance of my words. 

Grandpa knew that I understood it was not a matter of money. It wasn’t that. He went back to hoeing the 

weeds that sprang up between the delicate little bean plants. It was a time-consuming job; sometimes the 

small shoots were right next to each other. Finally he spoke again as I turned to leave, crying.
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“Then if you pay for it, Marta, it’s not a scholarship jacket, is it? Tell your principal I will not pay the 

fifteen dollars.”

I walked back to the house and locked myself in the bathroom for a long time. I was angry with 

Grandfather even though I knew he was right, and I was angry with the Board, whoever they were. Why 

did they have to change the rules just when it was my turn to win the jacket? Those were the days of belief 

and innocence.

It was a very sad and withdrawn girl who dragged into the principal’s office the next day. This time he 

did look me in the eyes.

“What did your grandfather say?”

I sat very straight in my chair.

“He said to tell you he won’t pay the fifteen dollars.”

The principal muttered something I couldn’t understand under his breath, and walked over to the win-

dow. He stood looking out at something outside. He looked bigger than usual when he stood up; he was a 

tall gaunt man with gray hair, and I watched the back of his head while I waited for him to speak.

“Why?” he finally asked. “Your grandfather has the money. Doesn’t he own a small bean farm?”

I looked at him, forcing my eyes to stay dry. “He said if I had to pay for it, then it wouldn’t be a scholar-

ship jacket,” I said and stood up to leave. “I guess you’ll just have to give it to Joann.” I hadn’t meant to say 

that; it had just slipped out. I was almost to the door when he stopped me.

“Martha—wait.”

I turned and looked at him, waiting. What did he want now? I could feel my heart pounding. Something 

bitter and vile tasting was coming up in my mouth; I was afraid I was going to be sick. I didn’t need any 

sympathy speeches. He sighed loudly and went back to his big desk. He looked at me, biting his lip, as if 

thinking.

“Okay. We’ll make an exception in your case. I’ll tell the Board, you’ll get your jacket.”

I could hardly believe it. I spoke in a trembling rush. “Oh, thank you, sir!” Suddenly I felt great. I didn’t 

know about adrenalin in those days, but I knew something was pumping through me, making me feel as 

tall as the sky. I wanted to yell, jump, run the mile, do something. I ran out so I could cry in the hall where 
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there was no one to see me. At the end of the day, Mr. Schmidt winked at me and said, “I hear you’re get-

ting a scholarship jacket this year.”

His face looked as happy and innocent as a baby’s, but I knew better. Without answering I gave him 

a quick hug and ran to the bus. I cried on the walk home again, but this time because I was so happy. I 

couldn’t wait to tell Grandpa and ran straight to the field. I joined him in the row where he was working 

and without saying anything I crouched down and started pulling up the weeds with my hands. Grandpa 

worked alongside me for a few minutes, but he didn’t ask what had happened. After I had a little pile of 

weeds between the rows, I stood up and faced him.

“The principal said he’s making an exception for me, Grandpa, and I’m getting the jacket after all. That’s 

after I told him what you said.”

Grandpa didn’t say anything, he just gave me a pat on the shoulder and a smile. He pulled out the 

crumpled red handkerchief that he always carried in his back pocket and wiped the sweat off his forehead.

“Better go see if your grandmother needs any help with supper.”

I gave him a big grin. He didn’t fool me. I skipped and ran back to the house whistling some silly tune.
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Write about a part of the text that you understand better after the sharing 

questions activity.

Write the question someone else asked that interests you the most.

Write the question you asked that interests you the most.

Junior Great Books 6
Reader's Journal
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Sharing Questions

The Scholarship Jacket Series 6

Write something new you noticed in the text or learned from the text while making 

notes during the second reading.

Write a question you’d like to talk about more. It can be a question you thought of 

already or a new question. You can write more than one question if you wish.

Junior Great Books 6
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Second Reading

The Scholarship Jacket Series 6

Reader’s Journal
The Reader’s Journal provides students with a structured way to process their thinking at each 

stage of work on a text, reinforcing the reading-writing connection.

Pages for each Shared Inquiry 
activity prompt students to 
think more about what they 
read and trace how their ideas 
develop over the course of a 
unit.

READER’S JOURNAL
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What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views. Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition

READER’S JOURNAL

The focus question:  

Your answer before discussion:  

A piece of evidence from the text that supports your answer:  

   PAGE(S): 

Your answer after discussion (explain how you changed or added to your original 

answer, and give evidence that supports your answer now):

   PAGE(S): 

Junior Great Books 6
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Shared Inquiry Discussion

Reader’s Journal The Scholarship Jacket

The Shared Inquiry Discussion page enables students to record key evidence and to compare 
their answers before and after discussion.

https://store.greatbooks.org/k-12-programs/grades-6-8.html


Essay writing materials take students step by step through the process of organizing, drafting, and 
peer reviewing an essay.

INSTRUCTIONS
1. In the top box of this Evidence Organizer, write 

the question your essay will answer and your 
thesis statement. Your thesis statement 
should be a complete sentence that clearly 
states your answer to the question.

2. On a separate piece of paper, write some 
points that support your thesis. To come up 
with points, review your Reader’s Journal or 
other prewriting work, look back at the text(s), 
or brainstorm a list of possible points.

3. Choose your three strongest points, and 
record them in the Point boxes (you will put 
these points in numerical order in step 5).

4. In the Evidence boxes, record pieces of 
evidence that support each point and 
an explanation of how they do so. Your 
evidence can consist of quotations, summaries, 
or notes. If your evidence is from a text, cite 
the page(s) or line(s) where it appears.

5. When your evidence and explanations are 
complete, number each point in the order 
you want to use it in your essay. Placing your 
strongest point first is usually most effective.

QUESTION:

THESIS STATEMENT:

POINT

Evidence (cite source and/or page or line #): 
 
 

Explanation:

Evidence (cite source and/or page or line #): 
 
 

Explanation:

EVIDENCE

Junior Great Books 6
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Evidence Organizer

PO
INT #

Essay Writing Materials Series 6

PART 1 INSTRUCTIONS
1. In the top box of this Drafting Guide, write 

the question your essay will answer and your 
thesis statement. Then review your Evidence 
Organizer. Each point, along with the evidence 
and explanations that support it, will become a 
body paragraph.

2. Turn each point into a topic sentence for a 
body paragraph. The topic sentence should 
clearly state the idea you will focus on in 
that paragraph.

3. Develop the rest of each body paragraph 
with the evidence you gathered and your 
explanation of how it supports the topic 
sentence. As you work, try turning some of your 
notes into full sentences and recording ideas for 
transitions between and within paragraphs.

4. Write down some ideas about the concluding 
sentence of each paragraph. Concluding 
sentences should remind readers of the main 
idea of the paragraph.

QUESTION:

THESIS STATEMENT:

Topic sentence:

Evidence and explanation (cite source and/or page or line #):

Concluding sentence:

BODY PARAGRAPH 1

Work on your body 
paragraphs first. This 
will naturally lead you to 
ideas for the introduction 
and conclusion (see Part 
2 of the Drafting Guide).

Junior Great Books 6
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Drafting Guide

Essay Writing Materials Series 6

Reviewer Writer: Revision Steps

THESIS STATEMENT

Thesis answers the essay question:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Look back at your Reader’s Journal or your 
notes; think back on discussion.

Thesis is clear and specific:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Talk about your thesis out loud until you (or a 
partner) hear that it is understandable.

EVIDENCE

Each topic sentence supports the thesis 
statement:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Try explaining out loud, to yourself or to 
a partner, how the point you are making 
supports your thesis. If you have trouble 
explaining a point, select a stronger point 
from your brainstormed list or come up 
with a new point.

Each topic sentence makes a different point:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Read your topic sentences out loud to 
yourself or to a partner. Make changes where 
you hear yourself repeating a point you have 
already made.

Evidence supports each paragraph’s point:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Reread the text and mark new evidence 
to add.

Explanation of how evidence supports each 
paragraph’s point is strong:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Imagine explaining the evidence to someone 
who disagrees with you so that they will be 
convinced.

ORGANIZATION

Introduction grabs the reader’s attention: 

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Tell your reader why you care about your 
idea, or give an interesting example or quote 
related to your idea.

Each body paragraph includes a clear topic 
sentence and a concluding sentence:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Try explaining the main idea of the paragraph 
out loud to yourself or to a partner, and write 
a topic sentence or concluding sentence 
based on what you explained aloud.

Conclusion sums up the argument and offers 
a final thought:

■■ Yes ■■ Needs revision

Share a new discovery about the text or a 
question you still have.

Reviewer: On the next page, write some 
comments explaining your check marks.

Writer: On the next page, write some ideas 
to use in your revision.

PEER REVIEW CHECKLIST

Junior Great Books 6
Reader's Journal
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Peer Review Checklist (continued)

Essay Writing Materials Series 6
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What I like most is the way we can all come together and 
discuss a question and think about other people’s opinions. 
We can hear each other out even if we disagree and always 
have interesting conversations about what we’re reading. 
I feel like we’re learning skills we can use now and in 
the future.

like when I get to share my thoughts with 
the whole class. It makes me feel happy 
because everyone is paying attention. 
You’re being respected and you get to do 
the same thing for

The conversations are interesting because people 
might say ideas that you haven’t thought of and you 
might think differently than you did before because of 
what people are saying. You can explain more about 
what you’re trying to say so that people might under-

Our discussions teach me how to talk to 
people. They help me think about how other 
people are dealing with stuff and how I can 
be a better person by helping them get 
through that stuff.

When you know there is more than one 
good answer, you’re not afraid of being wrong. 
It makes it easier to think about different 
possibilities.

more open-minded and learning to collaborate 
has made me a better leader on my team. When I 
think more fully about myself, it helps me

In our discussions, we get to 
know each other better and 
understand what we read.

I like listening to other people’s 
ideas. Sometimes I hear things I 
would never have thought of myself!

Now the word creative means 
thinking outside the box and 
using my imagination to help 
see others’ views.Junior Great Books 6

Teacher’s Edition
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Series 6
What Do Fish Have to Do with 
Anything?  Avi

SWISH: A Basketball Story  
Joseph Bruchac

The Shining Red Apple   
Morley Callaghan

Miss Awful  Arthur Cavanaugh

Little Things Are Big   
Jesús Colón

The Day-Off Chair   
Deborah Ellis

At work with my father   
Eve L . Ewing

The Stolen Party   
Liliana Heker

The Hero of the Story 
Lemony Snicket

Series 7
The Friday Everything 
Changed   
Anne Hart 

Twenty-Seven Days   
Jenny Kaczorowski

The Necklace   
Guy de Maupassant

My Grandmother Washes  
Her Feet in the Sink of the 
Bathroom at Sears  Mohja Kahf

The Monsters Are Due on 
Maple Street  Rod Serling

The Red Room  H. G. Wells

Boy at the Window   
Richard Wilbur

The Secret Life of Bees   
Carl Zimmer

Series 8
The Veteran  Stephen Crane

Dining with the Snakes   
Jared Diamond

The Pose  Anwar Khan

A Hundred Hundred Daisies  
Nancy Kress

The Doll’s House   
Katherine Mansfield

Cause of Death: Selfie   
Kathryn Miles

Eraser Tattoo  Jason Reynolds

The Other Side of the 
Reservoir  MH Rowe

Oh, oh, you will be sorry for 
that word!   
Edna St . Vincent Millay

20 selections (fiction, nonfiction, and poetry) per grade, 
including . .  .

.  .  .  and many more!

See the full list of selections for each series at store.greatbooks.org.
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