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Meaningful Connections
Themes emphasize meaningful connections between stories and across subject areas. Using themes ben-
efits both students and teachers in several ways:
•	 Unifies and strengthens lesson content
•	 Highlights authentic connections between texts and ideas
•	 Builds robust knowledge about curricular topics
•	 Fosters an atmosphere of inquiry
•	 Increases engagement and curiosity 

Series K and 1 Themes

The Power of Themes
To help you make the most of your students’ learning experience, Junior Great Books Series K–5 
stories include thematic options. Series K and 1 offer suggestions for both subject themes and social-
emotional themes, while Series 2–5 stories are organized around social-emotional themes. Working 
with themes provides a number of benefits for both teachers and students.

Junior Great Books Series K and 1  
Sample Themes

Subject Themes Seeds and plants
Native American culture
Weather
The five senses
Visual perspective

Social-Emotional 
Themes

Generosity
Imagination
Community
Homes
Growing up

Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books

Series K • Volume 1

Junior Great Books®

Series K • Volume 1

Volume 1

Cornelius
Leo Lionni

Big Wolf and little Wolf
Nadine Brun-Cosme

Jamaica’s Blue marker
Juanita Havill

The Stray Cat
Eve Merriam

Volume 2

The Three Wishes
Margot Zemach

me First
Max Kornell

The Fire Cat
Esther Averill

every Time I Climb a Tree
David McCord

Volume 3

Screen of Frogs
Sheila Hamanaka

Down the Road
Alice Schertle

The Tin Forest
Helen Ward

Where Would You Be?
Karla Kuskin
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Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books

Series 1 • Volume 1

Junior Great Books®

Series 1 • Volume 1

Volume 1

City mouse and Country mouse
Aesop

under the lemon moon
Edith Hope Fine

Those Shoes
Maribeth Boelts

The land of Nod
Robert Louis Stevenson

Volume 2

Stone Soup
Marcia Brown

The Big orange Splot
Daniel Pinkwater

The mud Family
Betsy James

Blue
Claudia Lewis

Volume 3

Skunny-Wundy’s Skipping Stone
Joseph Bruchac

Best Friends for Frances
Russell Hoban

Yoshi’s Feast
Kimiko Kajikawa

Dinky
Theodore Roethke
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Series K

Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books
Teacher’S ediTion

Volume 3

Volume 2

Volume 1

Series 1
For downloadable resources,

visit: www.greatbooks.org/materials
Passcode: kaA7qgXY

Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books
Teacher’S ediTion

Subject Themes

Each selection in Series K and 1 features one or more 
subject themes related to either science or social studies. 
These themes reflect topics that are commonly taught at 
these grade levels.

Social-Emotional Themes

Each selection in Series K and 1 is connected to one or 
more social-emotional themes. After discussing a story, 
young students are well prepared to consider how qualities 
of character are exhibited and affect others. 
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Junior Great Books Series 2–5 Themes

Series 2, Book One Series 2, Book Two

Friendship Generosity
Responsibility Community
Bravery Being Yourself
Series 3, Book One Series 3, Book Two

Relationships Gratitude
Kindness Courage
Confidence Cleverness
Series 4, Book One Series 4, Book Two

Trust Strength
Resourcefulness Integrity
Communication Perspective
Series 5, Book One Series 5, Book Two

Honesty Family
Self-Respect Humility
Fitting In Compassion

Series 2Series 2

Junior Great Books®

Series 2  

FRIENDSHIP

The Happy Lion
Louise Fatio

Miss Maggie
Cynthia Rylant

Anancy and Dog and Puss and Friendship
A West Indian folktale as told by James Berry

RESPONSIBILITY

Catalog Cats
Ann Cameron

Carlos and the Cornfield
Jan Romero Stevens

The Wedding Basket
A Nigerian folktale as told by Donna L. Washington

BRAVERY

The Jade Stone
Chinese folktale as told by Caryn Yacowitz

The Girl and the Chenoo
A Native American (Passamaquoddy) folktale as told by 
Joseph Bruchac and Gayle Ross

Jack and the Beanstalk
An English folktale as told by Joseph Jacob

Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books

FriendshipFriendship

Junior Great Books®

Gratitude

White Wave
Diane Wolkstein

Luba and the Wren
Patricia Polacco

Basho and the river Stones
Tim Myers

CouraGe

the Monster Who Grew Small
Joan Grant

the Buffalo Storm
Katherine Applegate

Pierre’s dream
Jennifer Armstrong

CLeverneSS

the dream Weaver
Concha Castroviejo

the Man Whose trade Was tricks
George and Helen Papashvily

the emperor’s new Clothes
Hans Christian Andersen

Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books
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Gratitude
Courage
Cleverness
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Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books
Junior Great Books®

StrenGth

tuesday of the Other June
Norma Fox Mazer

Doesn’t Fall Off his horse
Virginia A. Stroud

the Cello of Mr. O
Jane Cutler

InteGrIty

the no-Guitar Blues
Gary Soto

the Fire on the Mountain
Ethiopian folktale as told by Harold Courlander and Wolf Leslau

Ooka and the honest thief
I. G. Edmonds

PerSPeCtIve

the Old Woman and the Wave
Shelley Jackson

Letting Swift river Go
Jane Yolen

the Apple and the envelope
Herbert Montgomery
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Junior Great BooksJunior Great Books
Junior Great Books®

Honesty

Charles
Shirley Jackson

the special Powers of Blossom Culp
Richard Peck

the Peddler’s Gift
Maxine Rose Schur

self-ResPeCt

In the time of the Drums
Gullah folktale as told by Kim L. Siegelson

learning the Game
Francisco Jiménez

the Invisible Child
Tove Jansson

fIttInG In

the Coming of the surfman
Peter Collington

All summer in a Day
Ray Bradbury

A Game of Catch
Richard Wilbur

5
BOOK ONE

Honesty
Self-Respect
Fitting In

5
BO O K O N E
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For more information, contact your Great Books educational 
consultant at 800.222.5870 or gbfconsultant@greatbooks.org.

Series 2–5: In-Depth Inquiry with Themes

Social and Emotional Development 

Reading about complex characters who grapple 
with challenging decisions helps your students 
reflect on their own character development. 
Discussing theme-related questions develops 
students’ self-awareness and empathy, which are 
both important for positive conflict resolution.

Deeper Learning and Critical Thinking

You can use our theme activities to prompt students 
to compare and connect texts and ideas, deepening 
their learning and critical thinking. Each unit’s 
theme question sets the stage for thinking about 
a big idea across texts. Our Theme Wrap-Up 
activities help your students evaluate and synthesize 
their thinking about the theme question. The Story-
to-Story Connection activities encourage your 
students to consider how the theme plays out in 
at least two stories, helping them learn to connect 
ideas from different texts.


