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Great Books Programs Meet the Common Core  
State Standards for English Language Arts

See why Great Books programs are the cure for the Common Core!

This booklet details exactly which Common Core standards are addressed by each activity in 
Great Books Roundtable Level 3. The color-coded key on page 3 shows which pages in the 
Leader’s Edition meet the standards for every text selection.

Great Books programs provide the essential elements students need to meet and surpass the 
goals of the Common Core State Standards. Visit www.greatbooks.org/corestandards to view 
or download “Great Books Programs and the Common Core State Standards.”

Junior Great Books® is a registered trademark of the Great Books Foundation.  
Shared Inquiry™ is a trademark of the Great Books Foundation.
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Key

	 RL	 =	 Reading: Literature	

	 W	 =	 Writing	

	 SL	 =	 Speaking & Listening	

	 L	 =	 Language	

Roundtable Level 3: “The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

51, 54–56, 60–61

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

51, 54–56, 60–61

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

51, 54–56, 60–61

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

50, 54–56, 59

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

53–61

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

52

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

52

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

52

Grade 8

Great Books Leader’s Edition Aligned  
to Common Core State Standards
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Summer of the Beautiful White Horse” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

52

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

52

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

52

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

51, 54–56, 60–61

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

51, 54–56, 60–61

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

51, 54–56, 60–61

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

51, 54–56, 60–61

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

51, 54–56, 60–61

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

50, 54–56, 59

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

50, 54–56, 59
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Roundtable Level 3: “Sucker”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

67, 70, 73–75. 
78–79

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

67, 70, 73–75. 
78–79

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

67, 70, 73–75. 
78–79

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

66, 70, 77

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

69–81

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

68

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

68

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

68

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

68

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

68

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

68

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

67, 70, 73–75, 
78–79

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

67, 70, 73–75, 
78–79
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Roundtable Level 3: “Sucker” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

67, 70, 73–75, 
78–79

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

67, 70, 73–75, 
78–79

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

67, 70, 73–75, 
78–79

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

66, 70, 77

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

66, 70, 77
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Possibility of Evil”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

85, 88, 91, 94–95

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

85, 88, 91, 94–95

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

85, 88, 91, 94–95

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

84, 88–90, 94–98

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

87–100

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant  
evidence.

84

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

84

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

84

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

84

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

84

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

84

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

85, 88, 91, 94–95

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

85, 88, 91, 94–95
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Possibility of Evil” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

85, 88, 91, 94–95

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

85, 88, 91, 94–95

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

85, 88, 91, 94–95

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

84, 88–90, 94–98

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

84, 88–90, 94–98
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Roundtable Level 3: “Superstitions”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

105, 110, 113, 
116–117, 124–125

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

105, 110, 113, 
116–117, 124–125

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

105, 110, 113, 
116–117, 124–125

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

104, 108–109, 120, 
122, 126

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

107–126

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

106

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

106

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

106

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

106

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

106

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

106

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

105, 110, 113, 
116–117, 124–125

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

105, 110, 113, 
116–117, 124–125
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Roundtable Level 3: “Superstitions” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

105, 110, 113, 
116–117, 124–125

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

105, 110, 113, 
116–117, 124–125

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

105, 110, 113, 
116–117, 124–125

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

104, 108–109, 120, 
122, 126

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

104, 108–109, 120, 
122, 126
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Roundtable Level 3: “Gryphon”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

131, 137–139, 152

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

131, 137–139, 152

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

131, 137–139, 152

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

130, 134, 139, 142, 
144, 146–147, 149

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

133–154

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

132

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

132

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

132

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

132

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

132

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

132

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

131, 137–139, 152

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

131, 137–139, 152



12

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t 
©

 2
01

2 
Th

e
 G

re
a

t 
Bo

o
ks

 F
o

u
n

d
a

tio
n

 

Roundtable Level 3: “Gryphon” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

131, 137–139, 152

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

131, 137–139, 152

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

131, 137–139, 152

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

130, 134, 139, 142, 
144, 146–147, 149

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

130, 134, 139, 142, 
144, 146–147, 149
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Roundtable Level 3: “Fellowship”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

159, 161–162

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

159, 161–162

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

159, 161–162

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

158, 161–162

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

161–162

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

160

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

160

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

160

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

160

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

160

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

160

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

159, 161–162

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

159, 161–162
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Roundtable Level 3: “Fellowship” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

159, 161–162

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

159, 161–162

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

159, 161–162

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

158, 161–162

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

158, 161–162
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Roundtable Level 3: “Approximations”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

169, 173, 176–177, 
180–182

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

169, 173, 176–177, 
180–182

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

169, 173, 176–177, 
180–182

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

168, 172, 175, 
177–178, 180

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

171–184

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

170

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

170

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

170

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

170

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

170

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

170

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

169, 173, 176–177, 
180–182

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

169, 173, 176–177, 
180–182
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Roundtable Level 3: “Approximations” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

169, 173, 176–177, 
180–182

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

169, 173, 176–177, 
180–182

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

169, 173, 176–177, 
180–182

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

168, 172, 175, 
177–178, 180

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

168, 172, 175, 
177–178, 180
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Bet”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

188–189, 191–192, 
196–197, 199–200

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

188–189, 191–192, 
196–197, 199–200

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

188–189, 191–192, 
196–197, 199–200

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

198, 191–193, 195, 
197–199

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

191–200

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

190

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

190

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

190

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

190

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

190

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

190

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

188–189, 191–192, 
196–197, 199–200

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

188–189, 191–192, 
196–197, 199–200
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Bet” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

188–189, 191–192, 
196–197, 199–200

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

188–189, 191–192, 
196–197, 199–200

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

188–189, 191–192, 
196–197, 199–200 

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

198, 191–193, 195, 
197–199

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

198, 191–193, 195, 
197–199
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Secret Lion”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

205, 208–211, 214

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

205, 208–211, 214

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

205, 208–211, 214

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

204, 209–211

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

207–214

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

206

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

206

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

206

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

206

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

206

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

206

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

205, 208–211, 214

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

205, 208–211, 214
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Secret Lion” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

205, 208–211, 214

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

205, 208–211, 214

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

205, 208–211, 214

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

204, 209–211

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

204, 209–211
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Roundtable Level 3: “Star Food”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

219, 224, 231, 235, 
238–241

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

219, 224, 231, 235, 
238–241

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

219, 224, 231, 235, 
238–241

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

218, 222, 226, 
228–229, 240

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

221–242

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant  
evidence.

222

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

222

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

222

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

222

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

222

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

222

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

219, 224, 231, 235, 
238–241

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

219, 224, 231, 235, 
238–241
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Roundtable Level 3: “Star Food” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

219, 224, 231, 235, 
238–241

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

219, 224, 231, 235, 
238–241

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

219, 224, 231, 235, 
238–241

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

218, 222, 226, 
228–229, 240

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

218, 222, 226, 
228–229, 240
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Roundtable Level 3: “A Visit of Charity”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

247, 251–252, 
254–255

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

247, 251–252, 
254–255

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

247, 251–252, 
254–255

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

246, 250, 252–254, 
256

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

249–265

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

248

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

248

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

248

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

248

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

248

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

248

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

247, 251–252, 
254–255

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

247, 251–252, 
254–255
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Roundtable Level 3: “A Visit of Charity” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

247, 251–252, 
254–255

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

247, 251–252, 
254–255

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

247, 251–252, 
254–255

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

246, 250, 252–254, 
256

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

246, 250, 252–254, 
256
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Destructors”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

261, 264, 266–269, 
273–274, 276

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

261, 264, 266–269, 
273–274, 276

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

261, 264, 266–269, 
273–274, 276

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

260, 263–266, 
268–269, 273–275, 
280

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

263–282

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

262

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

262

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

262

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

262

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

262

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

262

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

261, 264, 266–269, 
273–274, 276

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

261, 264, 266–269, 
273–274, 276



26

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t 
©

 2
01

2 
Th

e
 G

re
a

t 
Bo

o
ks

 F
o

u
n

d
a

tio
n

 

Roundtable Level 3: “The Destructors” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

261, 264, 266–269, 
273–274, 276

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

261, 264, 266–269, 
273–274, 276

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

261, 264, 266–269, 
273–274, 276

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

260, 263–266, 
268–269, 273–275, 
280

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

260, 263–266, 
268–269, 273–275, 
280



27

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t 
©

 2
01

2 
Th

e
 G

re
a

t 
Bo

o
ks

 F
o

u
n

d
a

tio
n

 

Roundtable Level 3: “How it Feels to Be Colored Me”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

289–290, 293–296

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

289–290, 293–296

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

289–290, 293–296

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

288, 291–295

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

291–296

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant  
evidence.

290

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

290

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

290

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

290

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

290

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

290

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

289–290, 293–296

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

289–290, 293–296



28

C
o

p
yr

ig
h

t 
©

 2
01

2 
Th

e
 G

re
a

t 
Bo

o
ks

 F
o

u
n

d
a

tio
n

 

Roundtable Level 3: “How it Feels to Be Colored Me” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

289–290, 293–296

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

289–290, 293–296

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

289–290, 293–296

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

288, 291–295

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

288, 291–295
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Roundtable Level 3: “I Have a Dream”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

301–302, 304–307

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

301–302, 304–307

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

301–302, 304–307

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

300, 303–304, 
306–308

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

303

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant  
evidence.

302

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

302

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

302

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

302

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

302

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

302

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

301–302, 304–307

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

301–302, 304–307
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Roundtable Level 3: “I Have a Dream” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

301–302, 304–307

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

301–302, 304–307

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

301–302, 304–307

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

300, 303–304, 
306–308

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

300, 303–304, 
306–308
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Hand”

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

319, 321

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

319, 321

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

319, 321

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

318

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

321

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant  
evidence.

319

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

319

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

319

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

319

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

319

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

319

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

319, 321
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Hand” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

319, 321

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

319, 321

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

319, 321

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

319, 321

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

318

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

318
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Song of Wandering Aengus” 

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

325–327

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

325–327

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

325–327

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

326

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

326–327

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant  
evidence.

325

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

325

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

325

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

325

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

325

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

325

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

325–327

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

325–327
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Song of Wandering Aengus” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

325–327

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

325–327

SL.8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command 
of formal English when indicated or appropriate.

325–327

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

326

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

326
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Roundtable Level 3: “Child On Top of a Greenhouse” 

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

331–332

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

331–332

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

331–332

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

332

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant  
evidence.

331

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

331

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

331

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

331

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

331

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

331

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

331–332

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

331–332

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

331–332
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Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

331–332

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

331–332

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

332

L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

332

Roundtable Level 3: “Child On Top of a Greenhouse” 
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Parakeets” 

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

335, 337

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

335, 337

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

335, 337

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

337

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant  
evidence.

335

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

335

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

335

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

335

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

335

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

335

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

335, 337

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

335, 337

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

335, 337
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Parakeets” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

335, 337

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

335, 337

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

337

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

337
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Roundtable Level 3: “Mending Wall” 

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

341, 343

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

341, 343

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

341, 343

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

340, 343

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

342–343

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

341

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

341

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

341

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

341

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

341

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

341

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

341, 343

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

341, 343
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Roundtable Level 3: “Mending Wall” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

341, 343

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

341, 343

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

340, 343

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

340, 343
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Fish” 

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

347–349

RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development 
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

347–349

RL.8.3 Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama 
propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

347–349

RL.8.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or  
allusions to other texts.

349–350

RL.8.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6–8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently.

348–350

W.8.1 Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant 
evidence.

347

W.8.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, 
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and 
analysis of relevant content.

347

W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event 
sequences.

347

W.8.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

347

W.8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have 
been addressed.

347

W.8.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.

347

SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one), in 
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

347–349

SL.8.2 Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and  
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives  
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

347–349
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Roundtable Level 3: “The Fish” continued

Code Common Core State Standard Leader’s Edition 
Page(s) 

SL.8.3 Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the sound-
ness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.

347–349

SL.8.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, 
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation.

347–349

L.8.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly 
from a range of strategies.

349–350

L.8.6 Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words ad phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

349–350
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Great Books Roundtable Reading Selections

Level 1

Orientation Unit
Gaston  William Saroyan

Stage 1 Units (Fiction)
The Old Man of the Sea   

Maeve Brennan

Through the Tunnel  Doris Lessing

Raymond’s Run  Toni Cade Bambara

The Witch Who Came for the Weekend 
(from Juliet’s Story)  William Trevor

As the Night the Day  Abioseh Nicol

Stage 2 Units (Fiction)
The Parsley Garden  William Saroyan

The Veldt  Ray Bradbury

A Likely Place  Paula Fox

The Mountain  Charles Mungoshi

Afternoon in Linen  Shirley Jackson

The Mysteries of the Cabala   
Isaac Bashevis Singer

Stage 2 Units (Nonfiction)
Rattlesnakes (from Our National Parks) 

John Muir
Throwing Snowballs (from An American 

Childhood)  Annie Dillard

Poetry Units
Introduction to Poetry  Billy Collins

[I’m Nobody! Who are you?]   
Emily Dickinson

This Is Just to Say   
William Carlos Williams

Mushrooms  Sylvia Plath

Table  Edip Cansever

The Road Not Taken  Robert Frost

Level 2

Orientation Unit
The White Umbrella  Gish Jen

Stage 1 Units (Fiction)
Harrison Bergeron  Kurt Vonnegut Jr.

The First Day  Edward P. Jones

Props for Faith  (from Floating in My 
Mother’s Palm)  Ursula Hegi

El Diablo de La Cienega   
Geoffrey Becker

The Cat and the Coffee Drinkers 
Max Steele

Stage 2 Units (Fiction)
The Box House and the Snow 

Cristina Henríquez
I Just Kept On Smiling  Simon Burt

Mercedes Kane  Elizabeth McCracken

Sandra Street  Michael Anthony

Day of the Butterfly  Alice Munro

The White Circle  John Bell Clayton

Stage 2 Units (Nonfiction)
Wolf (from The Unexpected Universe)  

Loren Eiseley

Colter’s Way  Sebastian Junger

Poetry Units
Harlem [2]  Langston Hughes

An Irish Airman Foresees His Death   
William Butler Yeats

[n]  E. E. Cummings

The Fort  Marie Howe

Bicycles  Andrei Voznesensky

Snake  D. H. Lawrence

Level 3

Orientation Unit
The Summer of the Beautiful  

White Horse  William Saroyan

Stage 1 Units (Fiction)
Sucker  Carson McCullers

The Possibility of Evil  Shirley Jackson

Superstitions  Mary La Chapelle

Gryphon  Charles Baxter

Fellowship  Franz Kafka

Stage 2 Units (Fiction)
Approximations  Mona Simpson

The Bet  Anton Chekhov

The Secret Lion  Alberto Álvaro Ríos

Star Food  Ethan Canin

A Visit of Charity  Eudora Welty

The Destructors  Graham Greene

Stage 2 Units (Nonfiction)
How It Feels to Be Colored Me 

Zora Neale Hurston
I Have a Dream 

Martin Luther King Jr.

Poetry Units
The Hand  Mary Ruefle

The Song of Wandering Aengus 
William Butler Yeats

Child on Top of a Greenhouse 
Theodore Roethke

The Parakeets  Alberto Blanco

Mending Wall  Robert Frost 

The Fish  Elizabeth Bishop
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